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lence in connection with any Congress activity. You cannot predi-
cate any such want of connection about Gorakhpur, Bombay or
Madras. Violence broke out in connection with a national acti-
vity* You have the forcible illustration of Malabar.1 There it was
organized and sustained violence offered by the Moplahs, and yet
I did not allow Malabar to affect any of our plans, nor have I
altered my views during all these months. I can btill distinguish
between Malabar and Gorakhpur. The Moplahs themselves had
not been touched by the non-co-operation spirit. They are not
like the other Indians nor even like the other Mussulmans. I
am prepared to admit that the movement had an indirect effect
upon them. The Moplah revolt was so different in kind that it
did not affect the other parts of India, whereas Gorakhpur was
typical, and therefore, if we had not taken energetic steps, the
infection might easily have spread to the other parts of India.
You say that, individual civil disobedience being withdrawn,
there will be no opportunity to test the temper of the people. We
do not want to test the temper. On the contrary we want the people
to become immersed in industries and constructive activities so
that their temper is not exposed to the constant danger of being
ruffled. A man wishing to gain self-control instead of exposing
himself to temptations avoids them, though, at the same time,
he is ready for them if they come to him unsought and in spite
of his wanting to avoid them.
We certainly have not suspended any item of non-co-opera-
tion. This you will see clearly brought out in Young India. I am
satisfied that our success depends upon our cultivating exemplary
self-restraint and not disobeying even unseen orders of prohibition
of meetings. We must learn to conduct our campaign in spite
of prohibitions and without civil disobedience. If the people want
excitement, we must refuse to give it to them even though we have
to risk unpopularity and find ourselves in a hopeless minority.
Even a few hundred chosen workers, scattered throughout the
length and breadth of the country, stolidly following the programme
will create a far more lasting impression than a haphazard masi
movement undertaken in order to truckle to the multitude. I
would like you therefore to become introspective and to find out
for yourself the truth. If you still consider that there is a flaw in
the reasoning I have put before you, I would like you to com-
bat the position I have taken. I want us all to think originally and
to arrive at independent conclusions* A drastic overhauling of
1 Vide Vol. XXI, pp. 47-9,